
modern extravagance
The Victorian style gets a stylish update in  
this charming home for two

56-57 interiors      rhiss interior

Text Disa Tan

The modern theme is a common 
fixture in many local homes 
these days. Thanks to its stylish 
execution and easy-on-the-eye 
attributes, it is the go-to style 
for those who prefer practicality 
over busy aesthetics. The 
young married couple living 
here however, had something 
different in mind. They love the 
sophistication and glamorous 
allure of the Victorian style. They 
were aware, however, that the 
luxurious Victorian theme could 
render a rather hefty upkeep and 
this was just not practical in the 
long run. Hence, they decided 
on the next best thing: merge 
the fuss-free modern style with a 
Victorian flair. 

They roped in designer Wincy 
Tang from Rhiss Interior to help 
them create a modern Victorian 
haven. On top of that, they also 
requested a bright and spacious 
home. Setting off to work, Wincy 
first hacked away at the boundary 
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cabinetry serves as an accessible 
nook for the homeowners to place 
frequently used kitchen essentials. 

Separated from the kitchen via 
a glass door, the dining area is 
graced by a gorgeous marble 
dining tabletop with a stainless 
steel base. It is accompanied by 
four dining chairs with a quilted 
design. Hovering atop it is a 
glass chandelier and a nearby 
hanging birdcage; both elements 
add a brilliant hint of Victorian 
decadence. 

For the living area, Wincy clad the 
walls with a luxurious wallpaper 
lace detailing. This provides 
texture to the entire setting and 

walls that separate the kitchen 
from the dining and living areas 
and transformed it into an open 
plan space. To ward off the heavy 
smells from wafting into this open 
concept space, a glass divider was 
put up to enclose the cooking 
area. The translucent divider also 
allows light to filtrate through 
effortlessly. 

The kitchen is clad with dark 
laminate counters outfitted 
with crisp, white solid surface 
worktops. To bring a larger sense 
of space, the major kitchen 
appliances were placed flushed 
against the dark laminate 
cabinetry to create more floor 
space. A large recess within the 
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contributes greatly to the Victorian 
theme in the living area. Adding 
to the Victorian style factor are the 
plush L-shaped brown sofa and a 
standing lamp. For a modern take, 
the area is also furnished with a 
contemporary glass coffee table in 
high gloss. 

Still keeping to the appealing 
design fusion of modernity and 
the Victorian style, the sumptuous 
sleeping boudoir is a shining 
example of this design marriage. 
Two rooms were actually merged 
into one to create a study area 
and sleeping area. The distinctive 
purpose of each room is defined 
by demarcating both areas with a 
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frosted glass divider. As the home 
resides on a low level, this divider 
also acts as a privacy screen to 
ward off prying eyes. 

As one enters the pristine white 
bedroom, the magnificent glass 
chandelier is sure to draw much 
attention to the lofty ceiling. 
Elevating the ceiling height further 
is a padded white headboard with 
buttons and this further cements 
the Victorian theme in the room. 

In a nutshell, this home has the 
best of both worlds. It has the 
opulence of the Victorian flair but 
the clean-cut practicality of the 
modern style.


